
The City of Mountain Home is presently served by a lagoon system treat-

ment plant. Wastewater is treated in eight shallow lagoons covering 206 

acres and the effluent is applied to 747 acres of cropland adjacent to the 

plant during the summer months. Wastewater is collected through a system 

of five miles of pipes ranging in size from 6” to 24’’. The majority of the sys-

tem is gravity fed that allows collection directly to the treatment facility 

without pumping, except for screw pumps located in the new headworks 

facility located at the sewer lagoon site.   

The city installed a third screw pump in 2015 to be ready for future growth 

for a population of 20,600, and additional land is not required until the city 

reaches a population of approximately 33,000. 

The current average flow to the treatment plant is 1.30 million gallons per 

day (gpd) and peak hour flow is 3.96. Per capita average flow rates are 94 

gallons. Flow rates per capita have decreased 29% since 2006 with greater 

awareness of the need for water conservation and increased water rates. 
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13.I.2  SEWER MASTER PLAN 

In 2011 engineering firm Keller Associates completed the “Sewer Facilities Planning Study” for the City of 

Mountain Home. The study evaluated the existing and future needs of the wastewater treatment facility and 

collection system.  The study was updated in 2015.   

Maintain a quality sewer system for the community.  
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A. Continue following testing requirements from DEQ; comply with regulatory requirements for convey-

ance, treatment and disposal of treated water. 

B. Maintain system to minimize sanitary sewer overflows. 

C. Ensure that development meets the specifications of the municipal sewer system. 

D. Implement the recommendations of the adopted Water Facilities Planning Study prepared by Kel-

ler Associates in September 2019.   

E. Maintain to the highest standards all facilities and community equipment in order to provide relia-

ble service, and update and install new infrastructure when needed.  

F. Develop a response plan for unforeseen mechanical/electrical failures or natural disasters which 

would affect sewer management.   

G. Generally promote industry with low water usage and domestic waste strength.  
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To continue proactive planning for existing and future sewer needs of the community in 

order to provide for orderly and rational extension of sewage facilities.  
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A. Continue to follow the 2011 Water Facilities Planning Study, taking steps to protect the quantity and 

quality of ground water resources.  

B. Require that property contiguous to the City Limits is annexed prior to connection or extension of sew-

er lines. Do not extend service beyond the City limits without annexation except as approved by City 

Council under terms and circumstances determined to be in the best interests of the City.  

C. Prohibit further divisions of land within the City limits that are not served by the city sewer system. 

D. Development which occurs contiguous to the sewer lagoons should be buffered with open space 

and/or landscaping and berms.  

E. View treated water as a community asset and look for beneficial uses of the reuse water. 

F. Update Master Plan with emphasis on evaluating mechanical treatment and reuse options. 

G. Continue charging a “Sewer Availability Fee” for connections to a City-installed main, based on the 

cost at the time of installation.  New uses should be governed by the following standards: 

1. All sewer mains should have the capacity and placement for extension. 

2. Developers will be expected to install sewer mains and stub the services to each lot at their sole 

expense. 

3. Developers are totally responsible for the cost of the sewer main. 

4. When the City requires a sewer main larger than needed for the specific  development, the de-

veloper shall install the larger line size required by the City and may, prior to approval of the 

“final plat”, make arrangements with the City for reimbursement of the difference in the cost 

main required by his development, and the larger line which the City has required. This reim-

bursement shall be made in the current fiscal year, only if there are sufficient funds in the devel-

opment fund or a “Late Comers Agreement” may be negotiated whereby charges of future 

connections can be used to help pay back a portion of the costs to oversize the facilities. 

5. Need to follow the City Sewer Standards and Construction Standards. 

6. Construction of sewer mains by private interests, should be formally accepted for continuous city 

maintenance (by entry in the official minutes) by the City Council.  
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