
CHAPTER 13.K - STORMWATER 

To work cooperatively among departments and agencies to develop efficient, cost effective 

and environmentally sound stormwater, storm drain and flood control measures to protect and 

preserve groundwater quality and public safety.  
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A. Plan for stormwater run-off in land use planning and in the development of land. 

B. Ensure proper planning to protect groundwater quality, property and waterways.  

C. Meet federal, state and local standards for stormwater. 

D. Monitor cost of improvements to storm drain facilities ensuring they are borne by those who benefit from the im-

provements.  

E. Require on-site storm water retention in all development and community improvements. 

F. Continue to update Stormwater Master Plan for controlling and disposing of stormwater runoff that will include 

development standards, location of retention basins, location and sizes of storm drains and coordination with 

other utility systems. 

G. Update the development regulations to reflect “best management practices” for storm water control, including 

erosion control requirements. 

H. Establish design standards for onsite storm water treatment and disposal facilities that will be effective over the 

life of the facility.  

I. Establish standards and ordinances that require the construction of adequate on-site storm drain and storm wa-

ter treatment and disposal facilities that are an integral part of every new development.  

J. Periodically review ordinances and standards for adequacy as development intensifies and densities increase in 

critical areas.  

K. Routinely inspect active and passive facilities for continued maintenance.  Pursue enforcement of protective 

covenants or jurisdictional responsibilities to ensure that the responsible parties maintain their facilities.  

Stormwater is water that originates from precipitation events and, when that water that 

is not absorbed into the ground in the area that it originated or fell, is considered storm-

water.  Stormwater in and of itself is not harmful per se, however when that stormwater 

travels across impervious surfaces it can become contaminated.  This contaminated 

water can be absorbed in other ground areas; it can run off into natural bodies of wa-

ter; and it can cause flooding in other impervious areas. In short, stormwater in certain 

areas can be considered a source of pollution and so it is important to be managed.   
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The City of Mountain Home uses the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 

flood insurance rate maps (FIRM) to determine if a property is in danger of flooding and 

whether structures on that property should be insured against flood loss. A FIRM was 

completed in 1994 for the City of Mountain Home and is administered through the City’s 

Zoning Code.   


