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Residents of Mountain Home consider the surround-

ing natural resources and environment a priority for 

the City. Results from the online/public surveys 

showed: 

• 84.11% of respondents encourage protection 

of open spaces and natural resources. 

• 66.7% of respondents indicated that natural        

resources (“open space”) should be a priority 

to the City.  

• 80.1% of all respondents describe that their   

leisure time is spent in outdoor activities.  

• 59.13% of those that responded to the ques-

tion of land use types indicated recreational/

open space was extremely important.  

 

As Mountain Home anticipates a high level of 

growth, balancing the community’s needs with ex-

isting natural resources is critical for the City’s contin-

ued livability and success.   

This chapter establishes a general framework of 

goals and policies for the development, utilization, 

and conservation of natural resources in and sur-

rounding the City.   
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The City of Mountain Home is situated in an arid and 

dry desert climate with no major or minor water-

ways. The majority of the city consists of flat topog-

raphy (see Map 15.1), and the surrounding environ-

ment is mainly shrub land.   

Map 15.2 illustrates a small area of floodplain (due 

to watershed from the northeast/east) on the south-

east portion of town which the City plans to protect 

and preserve. 

Outside the city limits and south of town there is a 

small area designated as a high-nitrate priority area.   

Mountain Home is centrally located with quick and 

easy access to a myriad of outdoor recreation in-

cluding skiing, rock climbing, boating/fishing/water 

skiing, sand dunes , hiking and more.  
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With Mountain Home Anticipating expansive development, a large component of planning strategies will include en-

vironmental planning concepts. Goals will be to balance the built environment with community health needs, includ-

ing the topics of air and water resources, land suitability and mitigating urban heat island effects.   

With just a small area of environmentally sensitive land (see Map 15.2) in the City’s planning area, the City is confident 

in the endeavor to protect that area from development and encroachment in general. And while plant and wildlife 

communities are an important component of the natural environment; and while direct and indirect impacts from 

development can be significant, Mountain Home is fortunate in that there exist no endangered or precious plant or 

wildlife that would expect to be greatly impacted by the anticipated growth.  

15.5  F	
	�� / P������� 

In 2019 the engineering firm Keller Associates 

assessed the conditions of the existing ground 

water supply and quality which serve the City, 

naming the study “Water Facilities Planning 

Study”, Keller Associates (August 2019). The study 

discusses aquifers and ground water in and 

around Mountain Home. The information and 

the study can be viewed at the City Public Works 

Office. 
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From 2000 through 2002, the State Department of 

Environmental Quality monitored air quality in 

planning for the new power station developed 

by Idaho Power. The monitoring station was lo-

cated one mile south of Interstate 84 on Canyon 

Creek. Nitrogen oxides and particular matter was 

measured. At no time during the period did the 

level of these pollutants exceed the national 

standards. Generally Mountain Homes does not 

experience the same inversion conditions as in 

the Treasure Valley because the open terrain 

allows for a greater mixing of air currents.  

*Source: Digital Geology of Idaho; Idaho State University 
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A. The City shall encourage the use of native plants and inclusion of trees that can enhance shade and re-

duction of heat island effect in developed areas.    

B. The City shall identify areas for the preservation of agricultural land as a means to preserve its agricultural 

history and identity.     

C. The City shall minimize and mitigate impacts to wildlife, natural habitat and migration corridors when 

adopting land use and development plans.    

D. The City shall prevent leakage and waste of water at all City facilities through accountability checks and 

responsible management.    

E. The City shall enhance natural drainage systems to support wildlife and other natural habitats, and improve 

stormwater quality.    

F. The City shall protect and enhance sensitive / unique land features when adopting urban design standards, 

land use plans and development plans.    

The City maintains a commitment to the stewardship of natural resources: the environment will be 

maintained through conservation and sound land management strategies.  
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A. The City shall participate in regional programs to improve air quality and other initiatives to reduce impacts 

of transportation systems on the environment.    

B. The City shall cooperate with metropolitan entities to improve air quality while protecting public health and 

economy.   

C. The City shall provide information to developers and contractors regarding methods to reduce construction

‐related air pollution.    

D. The City shall integrate land use and water resource planning for new construction and re‐development 

activities.   

E. The City shall evaluate development proposal impacts on water quality.   

F. The City shall continue to plan and oversee all provisions for stormwater infrastructure throughout the city 

limits.  

G. The City shall encourage low‐impact development techniques for stormwater management in public and 

private new development and redevelopment, and in roadway projects, when feasible.    

Air and water quality is protected while balancing community needs; stormwater is managed city-

wide.  
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