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Parks & Recreation 

Executive Summary 

The Parks and Recreation chapter of the comprehensive plan defines 

the overall current recreational opportunities, future needs, and 

strategies on how to meet these needs of our growing community. 

Parks, pathways, and other open spaces provide appeal and livability 

to our community, these are important to residents and their quality 

of life. Continuing to provide these open spaces by preservation and 

maintenance will increase the value of any community. 

The comprehensive plan of 2008 established a standard to meet the needs of our growing 

population.  This standard continues to play a huge role in accessing the future needs of our 

community by implementing the recommendations of our residents 

regarding the supply of recreational resources available to them. 

The City of Mountain Home recently surveyed the community to 

determine the needs for passive and active recreation 

opportunities. This was a successful tool in adapting the 2019 

comprehensive plan as it gave information to the current 

expectations of the residents of our community.  

The overall goals, objectives, and strategies, implementations and recommendations are 

described throughout this chapter. 

Discussion 

 
The City Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for operating 

and/or maintaining over 30 locations which includes: 20 parks, and 10 

landscaped beautification areas all of which encompasses over 145 

plus acres. Included in these areas are 13 playgrounds, 6 ball fields, 1 

rugby Field, 3 lighted outdoor tennis courts, USA BMX sanctioned 

track, equestrian arena, motocross track, 3 restrooms, 12 picnic 

shelters, 1 disc golf courses, 1 skate park, a dog park, the recreation 

activity center and the community pool.  

 

Play Often, Live Better! 

APPENDIX F 
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Community Survey (would like to some of the survey results)  

Parks & Recreation Department  

The Recreation Department offers a wide variety of team sports activities for youth and 

adults and seasonal outdoor recreation programs and events. This department also 

operates the Recreation activity center and the Community outdoor pool. A wide variety of 

outdoor recreation programs are available through the City’s 

Parks and Recreation Department. The Community outdoor 

Pool is in Richard Aguirre Park and is heavily utilized by youth 

swim teams and provides open swimming opportunities for 

the public at large.  The Recreation Activity Center offers 

recreational programs for youth and adults. 

Currently, the majority of parks and facilities are maintained 

by the City Parks and Recreation Department. Providing 

adequate funding for park maintenance is a continual 

challenge for the City, so the ability to fund and maintain 

additional parks, recreation facilities and open space must be considered as part of the 

planning process.  

Other recreation areas and facilities are provided at local schools.  School District 193 has 

primary, intermediate and secondary education facilities throughout the community. These 

facilities provide additional opportunities for both organized recreational activities and 

places where people of all ages can enjoy individual recreational activities. 

Cemeteries 

In addition to providing recreational facilities, the Parks Department’s Cemetery Division is 

responsible for landscaping and general maintenance and burial arrangements at the 

municipal cemeteries (Mountain View). The Mountain View Cemetery has belonged to the 

City of Mountain Home since 1928 and contains over 13 acres of land, and provides 

standard lots, crematory lots, and niche wall resting places.  

Phase 2??  

Parks and Open Space Benefits 

Research from various parks and recreation consultants believe parks and open space in a 

City can: 

a) Attract Investment – Parks and open space create a high quality of life that attracts 

tax-paying businesses and residents to communities. 

b) Revitalize Cities – urban parks, gardens and recreational open space stimulates 

commercial growth and promote inner-city revitalization. 
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c) Boost Tourism – Open space boosts local economies by attracting tourists and 

supporting outdoor recreation. 

d) Prevent Flood Damages – Floodplain protection offers a cost –effective alternative 

to expensive flood-control measures. 

e) Safeguard Environment – Open space 

conservation may be an inexpensive way to 

safeguard drinking water, clean air and achieve 

other environmental goals. 

One way a community can assess and preserve its 

open space is by developing an open space plan, 

including an assessment of open space and 

recreational resources as part of its comprehensive 

plan. In this process, a community: 

a) Categorizes and inventories all its open space 

parcels by looking at their use and function within the community; 

b) Prioritizes the open space parcels for protection, and 

c) Considers the best way to use and protect them. 

Open space is not just vacant land, but may also include recreational sites, parks, 

greenways, active agricultural lands, cemeteries, wetlands, and pathway networks. With a 

complete inventory of open space parcels, and a plan for prioritizing and protecting key 

lands, a community can work towards obtaining the financial means to achieve its open 

space goals. 

Exhibits- Existing Parks 
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Mountain Home School District #193 

The School district provided recreational facilities for school and sports-related activities 

with the current school facilities, which includes the play yards affiliated with the primary, 

intermediate and secondary education facilities, gyms, sports fields at many school 

locations. 

Planning Future Parks and Recreation Facilities  

As population increases, the demand for parks, recreation 

opportunities, facilities and cemetery plots also increase. The future 

challenge for the City will be to promote and support public and 

private opportunities to meet these demands. According to the 

National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) community parks 

are typically five (5) to eight (8) acres in size and provide areas for 

recreational activities, and neighborhood parks, which according to 

the NRPA are typically less than two (2) acres in size, combine playgrounds and non-

supervised, non-organized activities.  

Compares data from the 2009 NRPA Operating Ratio Report with park and recreational 

facilities in Mountain Home. The table indicates that Mountain Home meets/does not meet 

or exceeds/shortfalls all the operating ratios (include the pool). 

Park Standards Comparison (working on this data)  

Facility Type/ Measurement   NPRA Level of Service Standard  Mountain Home 

Community Parks per 10,000 people   1 / 10,000    / 10,000 

Neighborhood Parks per 4,000 people   1 / 4,000    / 4,000 

Trails/Greenway miles/20,000 people  8 / 20,000   / 20,000 

Swimming Pool per 20,000 people   1 / 20,000    / 20,000 

The City has not historically purchased land for parks; however, as population increases, 

the City should take the necessary steps to meet future park and recreation facility’s needs. 

One potential way to acquire park land and open space is to accept the dedication of land 

for public purposes.  

 

Regional Bike Routes and Pathways Master Plans 

Multiple-use pathways and bike routes should provide residents, property owners, and 

visitors of the region with safely designed opportunities to experience the natural, cultural 

and scenic amenities of the area. City parks, public institutions, schools, parks, businesses, 

neighborhoods, areas of commerce and various recreational and entertainment 

destinations would be a benefit to all residents. 
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Pathways and Bike Routes Plan can provide: 

a) Safety – Provide safe routes for cyclists and pedestrians. 

b) Accessibility – Provide other modes of transportation. 

c) Recreational – Compliments the park system. 

d) Air Quality – Non-attainment status. 

e) Aesthetics – Visually appealing. 

f) Enhances property values. 

Do we have a bicycle and pedestrian master plan??  

 

 

Parks, Recreation and Open Space Facility Needs 

The City does not have a regional or nature park within its City limits. This should be 

discussed and decided within the updated parks master plan. 

The City has identified some of the parks, recreation and open space needs: 

a) A shortage on sports complexes for youth and adult play, such as soccer, baseball, 

softball, lacrosse and others; 



Page 6 of 7 

 

b) Create a bike and pathway plan; 

c) Develop an off-street pathway system that provides linkages between parks and 

destinations points; 

d) Additional spectator seating for events (bleachers);  

e) Develop more park amenities such as covered group picnic shelters with water and 

electricity, public area, drinking fountains, fitness equipment; and 

f) Pathway and facility lighting. 

Objective and strategies for Parks, Recreation and Open Space Funding 

Objective 1: To provide excellent park and recreation facilities to meet current needs 

and future growth through careful planning and community involvement.  

Strategy 1: Develop and implement a master plan which would identify future locations of a 

much-needed multipurpose community Recreation Facility. 

Strategy 2: Continue to work with the WECRD and community members to implement the 

construction, maintenance, and overall operation of a community swimming pool.  

Strategy 3: Implement a schedule of maintenance and updates to existing parks and open 

spaces, such as lighting and public bathrooms. 

Strategy 4: Develop and/or upgrade recreation and park facilities to meet local needs. 

Strategy 5: Support and promote other community programs, activities and events 

sponsored by other public and private entities. 

 

Objective 2: Seek innovative funding sources for acquisition, planning, design, 

construction and maintenance of parks and recreation facilities.   

Strategy 1: Continue to use resources in an efficient and cost-effective manner. 

Strategy 2: Encourage non-profit groups, local companies and other organizations to take 

ownership and become involved in the care and maintenance of the City’s neighborhood 

parks and facilities. 

Department Goal 

Provide facilities and programming for meaningful leisure opportunities that will enhance the 

quality of line in city by benefiting the health and wellbeing of our people, our community and 

our environment. 
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Strategy 3: Consider joint public-private partnerships, endowments and user fees for 

acquisition and maintenance of parks, facilities and programs whose costs are high or 

limited usage and make public support not feasible.  

 

Objective 3: Encourage high quality social, recreational and community events that 

build a strong sense of community. 

Strategy 1: Enhance focus on sports programs that are specific to age appropriate activities. 

Strategy 2: Educate volunteers, coaches and parents by involving and providing  

educational opportunities to increase their value as members of our community. 

Strategy 3: Work with the School District #193 and adjacent communities to provide joint 

school-park sites and programs wherever possible. 

Strategy 4: Cooperate with and encourage private sports associations and non-profit 

entities to build and maintain recreation facilities including ball fields, soccer fields and 

playgrounds. 

 

Western Elmore County Recreation District 

The Western Elmore County Recreation District (WECRD) was formed in 2001 to create 

recreation facilities in Mountain Home. Since inception taxpayers have contributed to the 

financial need of a recreation facility. Over the years, multiple ideas of recreational 

activities in the community has been discussed and funded. In 2015, WECRD partnered 

with the YMCA to build a facility, but that was later cancelled. In 2018, the Board of 

Directors decided to build an Indoor Pool Facility. This facility will encompass a six-lane 

competitive lap pool as well as a family/leisure style pool. There will be multi-purpose 

rooms available for various events and trainings. Construction on this facility will begin 

Summer 2019. 

In 2001, the Western Elmore County Recreation District (WECRD) was created through 

approval of voters in Mountain Home and the surrounding areas and became an official 

taxing district. The WECRD is a separate entity from the City and County and its sole 

purpose is to provide adequate recreation facilities for public use in Elmore County. The 

WECRD has property on South 18th East Street that will soon be home to an indoor pool 

facility.  The 20-acre site allows for future development of recreational activities.  


